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NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 

Washington Ground Squirrel Relocation Project 
In the fall of 2012, Three Mile Canyon Farms (the 
Farm) notified the US Fish and Wildlife Services 
(USFWS) and the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (Department) of their intentions to convert the 
“radar range” into irrigated circles for organic farming.  
Representatives from the Farm, The Nature 
Conservance (TNC), Portland General Electric 
Company (PGE), USFWS, and the Department met to 
determine conservation measures for multiple species 
including the Washington ground squirrel on the Farm.  
Based on the fact that Washington ground squirrels 
(WGS) are an Oregon state listed endangered species 
and a candidate species listed under the federal 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) a Multi-Species 
Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances 
(MSCCAA) was signed.  One of the specific 
conservation measures in the agreement was a 
responsibility for the Farm to survey the radar range 
prior to development, and allows USFWS and the 
Department the opportunity to trap and translocate any 
WGS found on site. 
 
WGS trapping and relocation efforts commenced in 
February.  A total of 40 WGS were captured and 
relocated to two sites.  The first relocation site was on 
existing colonies on the Boardman Conservation Area 
managed by TNC.  The second release site occurred on 
BLM land where previous surveys had not detected the 
presence of WGS.  All captured WGS were ear tagged 
and 20 were fitted with VHF collars.  Collared WGS 
were monitored from initial release to April 22, 2013 
when a recapture effort was undertaken at both sites to 
estimate survival and site fidelity.  One hundred and 
forty GPS locations were recorded from monitoring 
efforts. The accumulated distance traveled for an 
individual squirrel, based on telemetry locations from 
initial release to last known location, ranged from 45 to 
2,254 meters. 
 
On BLM property, of the 18 translocated WGS, 3 were 
recaptured (two females, one male).  Additionally, 19 
young of the year were captured and ear tagged.  Along  
 

 
 
 
 
with the WGS, a long-tailed weasel was trapped and 
released.  Interestingly, on these BLM and adjacent 
private lands there were four existing colonies located 
by calls.  The weasel appeared to have directly 
dispersed one of the WGS colonies by the end of the 
recapture effort. 
 
On TNC property, of the 20 collared and two not 
collared translocated WGS, seven were recaptured (five 
with collars and two without; six females, one male).  
Nine juveniles were captured and ear tagged.  The 
translocation site was placed adjacent to burrows from 
a previous colony and was an active colony once 
recapture efforts were undertaken. 
 
Due to the low recapture rate, a high 
mortality/dispersal rate was apparent but translocated 
WGS did produce young that same year.  Initially, 
translocating WGS does appear to be a viable 
management tool to reestablish colonies in areas 
without squirrels.   
 
Youth Pheasant Hunts 
Northeast Region hosted successful youth pheasant 
hunts the weekend of Sept. 14-15 at Ladd Marsh 
Wildlife Area and John Day, followed by Baker City 
and Irrigon Wildlife Area the weekend of Sept. 21-22.  
As in past years, the four hunts were well received by 
area youth and continue to provide significant youth 
hunting opportunity.   
 
Warm, dry conditions during the earlier hunts made for 
difficult hunting conditions; however weather 
conditions improved for the hunts the following 
weekend.  A total of 123 youth harvested 153 
pheasants.  While attendance was lower than the 
previous year, the number of birds harvested per 
hunter increased.   
 
The success of these hunts would not be possible 
without the financial and volunteer contributions from 
Oregon Hunters Association, Oregon Hunter 
Education Instructors, Oregon Trail Trader, Oregon 
Bird Hunter’s Association and many individual 
volunteers.   
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HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

Cascade Mountain Goats  
ODFW in cooperation with the Confederated Tribes 
of the Warm Springs, flew mountain goat surveys on 
August 17 and 18, 2013.  Observers were ODFW and 
CTWSRO biologists.  The primary survey area was the 
high elevation areas of the Cascades from Ollalie Butte 
on the north to Mt. Washington on the south. A small 
amount of flight time was spent searching low elevation 
areas on Green Ridge, Mill Creek, and Detroit 
Reservoir.  In spite of difficult flight conditions (high 
winds, vertical terrain and up to 9500 feet elevations) 
50 mountain goats were observed and classified.  
Although kid and billy ratios were not calculated due to 
the large number of unclassified goats, if all unclassified 
goats were nannies, the kid ratio would be 33 kids per 
100 adult nannies.  These goats are part of releases of 
45 goats in 2010 and 24 goats in 2012 onto the 
Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation.  
The majority of the population continues to be on 
reservation lands in vicinities of Whitewater River, 
Shittike Creek, Ollalie Butte, and Mt. Jefferson.  
 
Youth Bird Hunts 
Numerous youth upland bird hunts were held by 
ODFW, with the help of many volunteers, during the 
first two weekends of September.  The Mid-Columbia 
youth upland bird hunt held at White River Wildlife 
Management Area had 22 youth hunters over the two 
day period. This was the first year of a youth pheasant 
hunt at White River and the venue was very popular.  
Attendance at the Willow Creek youth pheasant hunt 
was slightly down from last year, but hunter success 
was the highest on record with 71 youths averaging two 
birds per hunter. Composition of the harvest was 
chukars, pheasants, and rattlesnakes.  The upland bird 
youth hunt on Klamath Wildlife Area saw a total of 92 
youths participating over the two days. The youth 
upland bird hunt at the Rogers Wildlife Area six miles 
south of Nyssa Oregon saw a total of 15 participants 
over the two days.  Although participant numbers were 
relatively low at this small area, this hunt received 
positive accolades in the Ontario newspaper. 
 

The 2013 Youth Waterfowl Hunt was September 21 
and 22.  On Klamath Wildlife Area, 22 youths hunted 
for the two days for a success rate of over four birds 
per hunter.  At Summer Lake Wildlife Area a total of 
66 youth hunters participated during the two days for a 
success rate of over three birds per hunter.  Many 
favorable verbal comments regarding this opportunity 
were expressed by participants and adults 
accompanying them during field contacts and hunter 
bag checks. 

 
 
SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Elkton Area Big Game Habitat Improvement 
Project 
In late August, ODFW staff worked with the Bureau of 
Land Management, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, 
and Tioga Chapter of the Oregon Hunters Association 
to seed closed roads for the benefit of Roosevelt elk 
and other big game. 
 
Two closed roads near Elkton were reseeded with 
native grass and legumes, fertilized, and mulched by 
ODFW and BLM personnel and 12 volunteers.  Tioga 
Chapter OHA provided lunch and labor. ODFW 
provided some seed, labor and water for personnel.  
BLM orchestrated the project and provided seed, 
mulch, fertilizer and labor.  The State Chapter of 
RMEF provided labor and expertise.  Staff and 
volunteers improved approximately 1.5 miles of road. 
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Hatchery Improvements 
Rock Creek Hatchery and Bandon Hatchery 
implemented several recent improvements. Rock Creek 
staff worked with the Engineering section to rebuild 
and repave the entry driveway and install fall protection 
around a bank of raceways.  Fish Restoration and 
Enhancement funded the majority of both projects.  In 
addition, staff worked with the local community, 
including the Joe Merchep Umpqua River Foundation, 
Don Nelson Memorial Fund, and numerous other 
groups to complete the ROCK ED education and 
visitor center. 
 
During construction of the new fish ladder and ROCK 
ED building, Rock Creek Hatchery was closed to the 
public.  After reopening in July, the hatchery has 
received over 200 visitors per day.  
 
Bandon Hatchery staff worked with the Central Point 
Screens crew to replace wooden adult pen dividers with 
aluminum dividers.  This project was funded in part by 
the Fish Restoration and Enhancement Program.  The 
aluminum pen dividers will result in less long-term 
maintenance, and should improve survival of adult 
salmon and steelhead held at the hatchery. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Chris Wheaton, Region Manager 

Coastal Salmon on the Move 
Late September and early October rain events have 
pushed large numbers of Chinook and coho salmon 
into estuaries and lower rivers over the last two weeks.  
Early tracking from district offices and research make it 
clear that good returns are on the way.   
 
Mid-Coast Fish District:  Chinook and coho salmon 
fisheries in mid-coast basins are in full swing.  Many 
anglers have already taken their two adult coho limits 
and are hopefully encouraging others to try the bay 
fisheries.   
 
Coastal Oregon Research & Monitoring:  Over the last 
month, Coastal Oregon Research & Monitoring has 
captured and tagged some of the highest numbers of 
Chinook on the Nehalem River at the weir and other 
sites.  Trapping closed down mid-month due to high 
water temperatures but resumed recently with the rain.   

 
 
Creel surveys through September 20 estimate harvest 
of 1,000 Chinook in the Salmon River and 1,700 
Chinook in the Nestucca.   
 
Coho salmon are also on the move with over 100 fish 
the first day of trapping at the ladder and there are 
reports of very high numbers of PIT tagged coho 
salmon moving past the detector in the Salmon River.   
 
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Administrator 

Adult Pheasant Hunting Clinics 
ODFW recently completed several adult pheasant hunt 
workshops supported through an increase in federal 
funds. These workshops were aimed at first-time 
hunters. The workshops provided the equipment and 
information to make individuals comfortable heading 
out into the field. 
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Based on participation and feedback, the workshops 
were a success. The nine additional workshops 
attracted 131 participants of which 30% were female. 
The majority of participants were between 33 and 52 
years old. The second largest age group was 33 and 
younger. Most of the participants were from the 
Portland/Salem area.  Individuals from Bend, the coast, 
Klamath Falls and even one Washington resident 
joined a workshop. 
 

After the events, a number 
of participants wrote staff 
to express how much they 
enjoyed the workshops and 
appreciated staff. A few 
even called to find out what 
kind of shotgun they used 
so they could buy one for 
themselves. 

 
These workshops are a part of ODFW’s effort to 
recruit new hunters. By expanding the number of 
workshops and distributing them in strategic locations, 
we are able to offer interested individuals additional 
opportunities to try hunting. 
 
Travel Oregon Partnership 
Over the years ODFW has forged a close working 
relationship with Travel Oregon, the state’s tourism 
bureau. The two agencies have collaborated on 
numerous projects, the 2008 economic survey, 
informational panels at conferences and Grant’s 
Getaways television segments highlighting outdoor 
opportunities. 
 
As a part of the Feast Portland event, Travel Oregon 
reached out to ODFW to promote the Oregon’s 
shellfish “bounty.” This culminated in a media trip with 
ODFW staff highlighting the range and availability of 
the state’s clams and crabs. 
 
ODFW staff along with Travel Oregon’s Director of 
Global Communications took five food and lifestyle 

reporters from New York, 
Boston and the Houston 
area to Netarts Bay to 
introduce them to 
clamming and crabbing. 
ODFW staff discussed the 
biology of clams and crabs 
before hitting the beach.   
The reporters were soon 
digging their own bay clams 
and determining which 
crabs were keepers. The  

 

media event ended at Cape Lookout State Park where a 
chef discussed preparing and cooking their catch. 
 
Based on feedback from the reporters and Travel 
Oregon, the event was a success. Media events like 
these communicate to a broad audience Oregon’s 
natural resources and how people can use and enjoy 
those resources to create a culinary experience. It also 
highlighted the Agency’s mission of stewardship and 
efforts to promote the State’s resources. ODFW and 
Travel Oregon look forward to teaming up on similar 
events in the future. 
 
 
MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM 
Caren Braby, Program Manager 

Update:  Commercial and Sport Tuna Fisheries 
This year’s commercial tuna fishery has been one of the 
best on record, but weather conditions and far-offshore 
fish has resulted in lower recreational catch and effort 
than in recent years. Although still preliminary, 2013 
commercial landings appear to closely match 2012 at 
approximately 8.5 million lbs. with value at close to  
$13 million. Above average price per pound in these 
years ($1.59-$1.67/lb) combined with better than 
expected total landings, puts the last two years as two 
of the highest total revenue/value years in Oregon’s 
commercial tuna history.  
 
The same is not true for the sport tuna fishery where 
weather conditions kept anglers off the water for most 
of July 2013. When the weather conditions allowed 
fishing, the tuna were farther offshore than in recent 
years, 40 to 50 miles out or more. Catch per unit effort, 
charter and private boats combined, was an average of 
2.33 tuna per angler, which is the lowest CPUE since 
2005 and is much lower than last year’s landing rate of 
3.94 tuna per angler. Also telling is the number of 
landings so far this year, which puts 2013 as the lowest 
harvest since 2006 (11,629), and only a third of the 
2012 catch (63,167). In addition to the weather 
conditions being poor, anecdotes from fishermen 
suggest that the bite was off due to abundant prey in 
the water. 
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An interesting feature of this year’s sport tuna season is 
that Oregon anglers landed at least five Dorado, or 
mahi mahi, according to fishery surveys. That is an 
unusually high number; usually Oregon tuna anglers 
catch one Dorado every three to five years.  
 
With recent reports about the radioactive releases from 
Fukushima caused by ongoing complications from the 
2001 Japan tsunami disaster, there have been renewed 
concerns about the safety of the salmon and tuna 
caught off Oregon. An article from September’s Food 
Safety News said: U.S. seafood has not been affected. It 
supports what other sources, including ODA and 
DEQ, have said since the Fukushima disaster.  
 
Columbia River Dredge Spoils – Beneficial Use? 
The Columbia River navigation channel requires annual 
maintenance to ensure that this important economic 
viaduct remains open. In-water disposal areas are used 
by the US Army Corps of Engineers and are monitored 
by the US Environmental Protection Agency, but the 
existing disposal areas are problematic because the 
nearshore site does not have sufficient capacity and 
because disposal at the offshore site ensures that the 
material stays offshore.  While at first glance this may 
seem like a good thing, the mouth of the Columbia 
River is experiencing severe erosion problems and is 
starved for sediment to rejuvenate its beaches and 
stabilize the jetties. 
 
For years, there have been debates, discussions and 
negotiations on how to best manage the dredge spoils 
effectively to reduce the erosion problems (“beneficial 
use” of dredge spoils) and to minimize the 
environmental impact of disposal activities. MRP staff 
has been involved in these long-standing discussions, 
convened through the Lower Columbia Solutions 
Group (LCSG), and have recently partnered on a 
project to better understand the preferred methods for 
dredged material disposal and the ecological impacts of 
disposal activities. 
 
The ecological questions involved in dredged material 
disposal will be addressed over the next two years by a 
graduate student from OSU’s Marine Resources 
Management program, sponsored by the project 
partners. The work will include the mouth of the 
Columbia River and the Coos Bay area, for 
comparison, and will focus on Dungeness crab and 
other important nearshore species. The project is 
collaboration among a subset of the LCSG members, 
including the US Army Corps of Engineers, the US 
Environmental Protection Agency, Oregon State 
University, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the Columbia River Crab Fisherman’s 
Association, and the Department of Land Conservation 
and Development.  

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Division Director 

Wildlife 
Sergeant Chris Hawkins (LaGrande) received a 
complaint of shots fired at a herd of elk.  After arriving 
at the complaint location it was found that a hunter had 
shot a bull elk during an antlerless elk muzzleloader 
hunt.  The hunter said that he had miss-identified the 
bull as a cow.  The bull was found to be 6X6 bull elk 
that had been shot in an open field.  The bull was 
seized and the hunter was cited for Unlawful Taking of 
Bull Elk. 
 
Hunter Education Field Day 
Sr. Trooper Canfield (Newport) and Trooper Van 
Meter (Newport) coordinated an ODFW Hunter 
Education Field Day.  They were assisted by ODFW 
Hunter Education Volunteers, Lincoln County Chapter 
of Oregon Hunters Association and Big Timber Rifle 
and Pistol Club.  In attendance were 37 students from 
multiple counties across the state.  In addition, 20 
parents observed the class with their children.  This 
was by far the largest attendance in recent years.  
 
OSP utilized decoys, targets and a variety of props to 
put the students through shoot/don’t shoot scenarios 
to give students experience in determining not only 
legal actions when hunting, but also experience in 
making ethical decisions that OSP Troopers see 
happening consistently in the field.  The course was 
successful with all students receiving their hunter 
education certification.   
 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
October 4, 2013 


